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SWIM WITH US 
Our 10" annual Swim-a- 
Thon is coming up and to cel- 
ebrate this anniversary we are 
adding a new water-sport to our 
Olympic fund-raisers. By popular 
demand the new event will bea 
Slide-a-Thon! Yes, our non- 
swimming supporters can now 
take pledges for the number of 
trips down the water-slide they 
can do. Or is the challenge in the 
number of trips up the ladder? 
Both events will take place 


on cold winter Sunday afternoons when we can most appreciate a vigorous swim in 
the balmy waters of a heated pool. Afterwards, enjoy a nice visit with the other 


athletes, and some pizza and beverages. 


If this sounds appealing to you, then give us a call at 525-2949 and we will 
send you a pledge form so you can help keep Briarpatch’s head above water! 
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BUY NOTHING DAY 
Adbusters is inviting your partici- 
pation in the annual 24 hour moratorium 


on consumer spending on November 28. 


This is the “opening day” ofthe Christ- 
mas shopping frenzy and Adbusters 
wants to remind everyone that “Over 
consumption is the mother of all our 
environmental problems.” To check out 


some creative ideas on how to promote it 


in your community, or to download 
posters, go to their website at 
www. ‚Ог i n 
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Buy Nothing Day - November 28 


INFO ON TAP 
For the past year the 

Saskatchewan labour move- 

ment has been working to 

ensure that the provincial 

election is a contest based on 

politician’s willingness to 

address issues of importance 

to workers. Unionized workers 

told a Sigma Analytics poll that 

their top five concerns are: 

- Quality public health care 

- Public education and training 

- Crown corporations and 

public services 
- Good jobs and workers? 
rights 
- Sustainable environment and 
communities 

The Labour Issues Campaign 
has encouraged discussion and debate 
through a multimedia campaign that 
includes television and radio ads, 
leaflets and brochures, and on-the- 
ground work by organizers who attend 
union meetings and conventions to 
discuss the campaign. Streaming video 
clips of union members talking about 
the five issues can be found at: 


www.tappedintolabour.org . 


Briarpatch is Saskatchewan’s independent alternative newsmagazine committed to building a socialist 
democratic society. We provide a forum for disadvantaged peoples and support progressive 
movements working to change unjust structures and build a genuine political and economic democracy. 
We support peace, equality, democracy, social justice, Aboriginal self-determination, and the protection 


of the environment. We oppose the oppression of people on the basis of nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, and sexual orientation. 
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“The motivation for ecovillages is the choice and commitment to 
reverse the gradual disintegration of supportive social/cultural 
structures and the upsurge of destructive environmental practices 


on our planet.” 
- The Global Ecovillage Network 


in front of natural material community building 


6 

We want to try to have natural housing come out of 
the closet a bit, says Brandy MacPherson, board 
member and co-founder of One United Resource 
(O.U.R.), a group which is building an ecovillage near 
Shawnigan Lake on Vancouver Island. 

“Ecovillages are urban or rural communities of 
people who strive to integrate a social environment 
with a low impact way of life,” according to the 
Global Ecovillage Network which lists 13 other 
ecovillages in Canada. Globally, there are thousands 
of ecovillages. 

Phase One of O.U.R. Ecovillage began in 1990 as 
members met with planners, agrologists, educators, 
lawyers, health professionals and other public and 
private sector representatives at visioning workshops. 
“An important focus of our activity is partnering with 
individuals and organizations in the Cowichan Valley, 
our bioregion and the world to support the develop- 
ment of a more sustainable community,” states O.U.R. 


Ecovillage literature. 


Geovillage Starts 
with a School 


story and photos 
by Carole Pearson 


land and consultation with local governing bodies. 

In Phase Four, O.U.R. Ecovillage had their 25- 
acre property rezoned from Secondary Agricultural to 
permit multi-use development. The Cowichan Valley 
authorities created a new classification just for the 
project, making O.U.R. Ecovillage the first Compre- 
hensive Development Zone in Canada. 

The ecovillage property is divided into four 
sectors: woodlands/wetlands conservation, agricul- 
tural, residential and ecological education and infra- 
structure. The latter includes a central gathering area 
for educational activities and tent sites for overnight 
workshop participants. 

Conservation covenants will cover areas with 
sensitive eco-systems in the woodland and wetlands 
sectors. Selective harvesting and reforestation will be 
practiced with a view to increasing the diversity of the 
wood lot species to include mushrooms, medicinal 
herbs and craft materials. 

In the agricultural sector, the ecovillage commu- 


Phases Two and Three involved the acquisition of nity will produce as much of its own food as possible 
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through farming, animal 
husbandry and 
aquaculture (there is a 
small lake on the prop- 
erty). Fruit, nut and berry 
orchards will be ex- 
panded as will the vegeta- 
ble, herb and flower 
gardens. 

The residential sector 
is 10,000 square feet in 
size and will include 
single family, duplex and 
multi-household resi- 
dences constructed out of 
alternative building 
materials. This “residen- 
tial cluster” will be 
apportioned according to 
individual requirements. 
MacPherson says, “Some- 
one who is single might 
only need 300 square feet to live in. Or we could build 
something 1200 square feet for a family of five.” 

Phase Five is the final stage and involves the 
implementation of the development plan over the next 
five to ten years. This past summer, O.U.R. 
Ecovillage conducted a four month long summer 
school on natural building and leadership training. 
Using cob, strawbale, stone and a variety of other 
natural building styles, six male and four female 
students, ranging from 20 to 60 years in age, began 
construction of a 1400 square foot community space 
to serve future residents of the ecovillage. 

Rick Allen is an architect serving a three month 
internship at O.U.R. Ecovillage. He says, “This 
community space will have a rock foundation, 
wooden beams and a living roof. The north side will 
be made with straw bale for its insulating qualities. 
This side gets little sun and there were fears cob 
would stay too cold.” The remaining walls are made 
of cob, a mixture of sand, clay and straw. Large 
windows in the southern exposure will help warm the 
earthen floor mass, along with a hot water radiant heat 
system. The ecovillage residents will decide how the 
community space will be used. 

To supplement the summer school program, 
specialists were brought in to provide instruction to 
the students. MacPherson explains, “For the stone 
foundations, we brought in a stone crafter. When we 
were doing post and beam for the walls, we brought in 


Foundation and framing complete, cob (sand, straw and clay) 
and straw bale walls going up 


a wood crafter. We used teacher-builders.” And every 
two weeks, local experts were brought in to conduct 
slide presentations. “We recently had a community 
planner with the Cowichan Valley Regional District 
join us to discuss community planning from a govern- 
ment perspective. She’ll be coming back later on to 
speak about alternative waste water management 
systems,” MacPherson says, adding that such meet- 
ings are also open to the public. 

The natural building summer school finished at 
the end of September but the community space is far 
from complete. The cob must dry out before a lime 
plaster can be applied. While on-site O.U.R. members 
will continue some of the work, most of it will have to 
wait for the return of warm weather. Next spring and 
summer, a new series of workshops will provide 
opportunities for more students to learn natural build- 
ing skills. 

It’s a slow process but it’s time well spent to 
educate others and provide tools on how to live gently 
and harmoniously on our planet.“Everything we put 
our hand to has an impact. What we want is to have 
the least impact and where we do, to have a positive 
impact,” says MacPherson. 


Carole Pearson is a Victoria-area freelance 
writer who specializes in labour, human rights and 
environmental issues. For more information you can 


visit the website at www.ourecovillage.org . 
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— citing changes planned 
бо our Dubious Democracy: 


Canadas bogus voting System 


by Larry Gordon 


© ver the past six 
months, more than eight 


million Canadians have 
dutifully cast their 
ballots in six provincial 
elections. In Manitoba 
and PEI, the govern- 
ments won another term. 
In Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, the ruling 


average percentage of 
wasted votes ranged 
from a low of 43 percent 
in Newfoundland to a 
high of 51 percent in 
Ontario. The average for 
federal elections during 
the same period was 49 
percent. 

When a voting system 
wastes such a huge 


parties hung on by a 
thread. In Quebec and 
Ontario, new premiers 
have settled in. 

At least those were the stories you saw in the 
mainstream media. Despite the small army of journalists 
covering these elections, relatively few reported on the 
biggest story of all. Once again, Canada’s antiquated and 
dysfunctional voting system made a complete hash of 
voters’ attempts to have representative democracy. 

How so? To help tell the story, Fair Vote Canada, a 
multi-partisan citizens’ campaign for voting system 
reform, produced the Dubious Democracy Report. The 
report assessed the results of the 57 provincial elections 
that took place between 1980 - 2000. 


Wasted Votes and Silenced Voters 

Do all Canadians have equal votes? Not with our 
winner-take-all voting system. The voters with the most 
popular partisan viewpoint in their riding win political 
representation. АП other voters in that riding lose their 
right to political representation. The latter group cast 
wasted votes, gaining no more representation than those 


who didn’t even bother to vote. 


“IVE DEUDED то CONFOUND THE POLLSTERS... 
IM GOING To VOTE FOR THE GREATER оғ Two EVILS.” 


portion of votes, the 
effects are quite predict- 
able. Many voters feel 
forced to cast strategic votes against parties they fear, 
rather than sincere votes for the parties they truly sup- 
port. An even more devastating effect is that many 
people, quite correctly, conclude voting is a waste of 
their time. They just stop voting. In the last federal 
election, only 61 percent of eligible voters cast votes, the 
lowest turnout ever. For provincial elections, the average 
turnout in Alberta is an abysmal 56 percent. 


Majority Ruled or Majority Fooled? 

It gets worse. The cumulative effect of the wasted 
votes is distorted election outcomes. Some parties gain a 
much higher portion of seats than their portion of the 
popular vote. Other parties are penalized with much 
lower percentages of seats or sometimes none at all. 

Thirty-three of the 54 provincial elections between 
1980 - 2000 produced phony majority governments, 
where one party won a majority of seats, despite failing 
to win a majority of votes cast. Not one of these phony 
majority governments hesitated to claim a “mandate” 
from the people, nor shy away, in some cases, from 


In provincial elections between 1980 - 2000, the 
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implementing radically new political agendas. 

During the period of the study, the three phoniest 
majority governments were the Ontario NDP (1999), 
who won only 37.6 percent of the popular vote, but 
gained 56.9 percent of the seats; the Nova Scotia Tories 
(1999) who won only 39.2 percent of the popular but 
gained 57.7 percent of the seats; and the BC NDP (1997) 
who won only 39.5 percent of the vote, actually finishing 
second, but gained 52.0 percent of the seats. 

Even when a single party wins a true majority of the 
popular vote, the voting system still creates distortions 
by penalizing the opposition. The classic case occurred 
in New Brunswick (1987), when the Liberals won 60 
percent of the vote, but took every single seat. In PEI, 
recent Liberal and Tory governments faced a one-person 
opposition, despite having more than 40 percent of the 
vote go to opposition parties. 


Fair Voting Alternatives 

Canada’s dysfunctional voting system is an embar- 
rassment for a twenty-first century democracy. That’s 
the bad news. The good news: we have choices. 

Most major democracies scrapped our type of 
voting system between 50 and 100 year ago. Today, 75 
nations, including most of the Western industrial democ- 
racies, use voting systems based on the principle of 
proportional representation, rather than the winner-take- 
all principle. While there are many variations, all propor- 
tional voting systems have a common effect. If a party 
wins 40 percent of the popular vote, it will gain 40 
percent of the seats, not 50 percent or 60 percent. Ifa 
less popular party wins 20 percent of the vote, it will 
gain 20 percent of the seats, not 10 percent or none at all. 
The systems treat all votes equally and provide represen- 
tation for virtually every voter. 

Sounds good, but do they really work? Comparative 
data shows that countries using proportional systems 
tend to have parliaments and governments more reflec- 
tive of the voters, higher levels of satisfaction with the 
way democracy works, higher voter turnout, more 
women and visible minorities in parliament, less eco- 
nomic disparity, more spending on social needs, higher 
levels of foreign aid, better environmental performance, 
and strong economic performance. 

In summary, what we were taught in high school 


civics is true: good democracy produces good govern- 
ment. 


Historic Opportunity 

The even better news is that five provinces are now 
actively considering voting system reform. The Quebec 
government will table legislation for a new modified 
proportional voting system next Spring. The BC govern- 
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ment is convening a Citizens’ Assembly on Voting 
System reform, which is expected to result in a referen- 
dum on a new system in April 2005. PEI is already 
actively reviewing alternative systems and New Bruns- 
wick will soon appoint a commission to do likewise. In 
Ontario, Dalton McGuinty has pledged to hold a referen- 
dum on a new voting system before the next election. 

An historic opportunity has emerged, but the fight 
for fair voting and true representative democracy is far 
from over. We should never under-estimate the push- 
back we’ll see from those who feel threatened by the 
spectre of 30 million Canadians armed with equal and 
effective votes. 

In April 2001, voting reform activists launched Fair 
Vote Canada (FVC), a multi-partisan citizens’ campaign. 
FVC is pressing for a national public consultation on a 
more proportional voting system, with that process 
culminating in a binding referendum, where Canadians 
citizens choose the best system for the country. 


Larry Gordon is a co-founder and executive direc- 
tor of Fair Vote Canada. Current news, information, an 
online membership form, online petition and more about 
the Fair Vote Canada campaign are available at 
www. fairvotecanada.org . 


The St. Catharines € District 


Labour Council 
strongly supports Briarpatch Magazine. 


Briarpatch stands as a beacon of 
progressive politics in Canada and of 
opposition to the global corporate agenda. 
Briarpatch Magazine distinguishes itself 
as a resolute ally of workers in struggle 
and is always clear about which side it is 
on. Accordingly, the St. Catharines & 
District Labour Council looks forward to 
the continued publication of Briarpatch 
for many years to come. 


Countdown to Homelessness 


A look at the ticking time bomb 
of BC's time limits on social assistance. 


0 f all the changes the 
BC government has 
made to social assist- 
ance, the most radical is 
the introduction of 
welfare time limits. The 
tule kicked-in April 1, 
2002, and limits “em- 
ployable” people with- 
out children to only two 
years of social assistance 
during any five year 
period. Once they hit the 
two-year limit, they will 
be completely cut off 
assistance. Employable 
people with children 
over three-years-old will 
not be cut off, but will 
lose $100 per month 
from a support 
payment that is already 


far below the poverty line, making it virtually impossible 


to make ends meet. 


BC is the first province in Canada to introduce 
welfare time limits. Time limits are an import from the 
United States, where a five-year lifetime limit was 
implemented federally in 1996. BC’s move represents a 
fundamental shift in Canadian social policy - a denial of 
welfare when in need as a basic human right. As such, 
the eyes of the country are on us, and if allowed to take 
root in BC, this new policy will likely domino through 
provinces eager to follow BC’s lead. 

But before we allow this to happen, what are the 


BARIT 


by Seth Klein 


risks? The BC government says not to worry. A look 
south of the border, however, offers cause for concern. 
Only recently have the first USA families hit their life- 
time limits. So far, the impact has been muted for two 
reasons: First, the introduction of USA time limits coin- 
cided with a period of unprecedented economic growth 
and job creation. Second, built into the USA legislation 
were a host of exceptions, allowing states to exempt up to 
20 percent of welfare recipients from the rule. As the first 
families have hit their time limits, most states have 
invoked these exceptions in order to avoid the unseemly 
task of throwing poor families onto the street. 
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A few USA states, however, decided to bring in 
time limits of less than five years, and they provide 
early, troubling evidence of what we might expect in BC. 
Studies from these states found that people who were 
forced off welfare due to hitting their time limits faced 
greater hardship than those who left welfare voluntarily. 
They were more likely to rely on food stamps. They 
were more likely to be evicted from their homes. And 
they had lower incomes. 

Moreover, the latest statistics from the Urban 
Institute’s National Survey of America’s Families 
indicate that, in 2002, only 42 percent of former welfare 
recipients were employed, a drop from 50 percent in 
1999. In other words, as time limits and other welfare 
reforms combine with a weaker economy, more people 
are finding themselves with no source of income. 

BC’s policy of welfare time limits will result in 
similar hardships. And deeply troubling, a Freedom of 
Information (FOI) request by CBC radio news revealed 
in July that the BC Ministry of Human Resources was 
well aware of the risks, but chose to proceed regardless. 
Internal briefing papers unearthed by the CBC FOI 
request indicate that the Ministry understood, but chose 
to ignore, the following: 

O That some people who will likely hit their time 
limits face “invisible barriers” to employment, even 
though they may be officially categorized as “employ- 
able.” For example, they may have social, mental or 
addiction problems that are unrecognized by the Minis- 
try. 

O That in the USA, those who hit their time limits 
still had access to non-cash assistance, such as food 
stamps, while in BC those cut off will lose all benefits. 
O That after welfare reforms were implemented, 
USA governments actually increased spending on 
programs for low-income people. As welfare caseloads 
decreased (largely due to economic growth), money was 
redirected into expanded child care services, training and 
education, and transportation assistance. Of course the 
BC government is doing nothing of the sort - it is cutting 
all these other programs. 

In the USA, welfare time limits were also intro- 
duced in combination with an expansion of earnings 
exemptions. These exemptions allow people on social 
assistance to keep a portion of earnings from paid work 
in addition to their welfare benefits. Research indicates 
that these rules (in addition to providing a much-needed 
income boost) help in the transition to paid work. The 
BC government, however, has moved in the opposite 
direction - eliminating earnings exemptions for all but 
those with disabilities. 

The recurring theme is that BC has selectively 
imported the USA policy sticks - like time limits - but 
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taken a pass on the supports. All told, the CBC FOI 
discovery exposes the fact that cost-cutting, not support 


for those in need, is driving the changes to social assist- 
ance in BC. 

The first BC individuals and families will hit their 
time limits on April 1, 2004. At first, this will affect few 
households, since most people do not stay on welfare for 
two consecutive years. But with each passing month, 
more people will hit their limit, and will either be kicked 
off assistance or lose $100 per month. In the past few 
months, the BC government has finally started to indi- 
cate that some people will be exempted from the rule 
(for example, during months in which they participate in 
training or addiction programs). However, many will 
still, in time, hit the wall. 

So the welfare time limits must go. If not, their 
combination with other punitive changes and an eco- 
nomic downturn will create a toxic policy mix. In their 
place, the government should recognize that welfare 
when a person is in need is a basic right. It should 
provide individualized support, invest in people’s long- 
term needs and aspirations, and emphasize job creation, 
not personal blame. 


Seth Klein is the BC Director of the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, and co-author of a recent 
study entitled A Bad Time to Be Poor: An Analysis of 
British Columbia’s New Welfare Policies (available at 
www.policyalternatives.ca). 
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Is That a Drum-Roll... 
or the Sound of Distant Guns? 


I n July, I was informed that I had won a Project 
Censored Award for my article “Ravaging Africa” pub- 
lished in Briarpatch (February 2003). I was honoured to get 
the award as Project Censored is a renowned progressive 
journalistic project that annually ranks the 25 most impor- 
tant stories censored or under-reported by the mainstream 
media. The top ten of these stories get awards. The Project 
is based at Sonoma State University in California where 
150 students and faculty read thousands of alternative 
press articles from which they select the 25 stories. The 
stories are then ranked by a national panel of judges and 
published in a widely distributed book. 

I was invited to the USA for the awards ceremony. I 
thanked Project Censored for the award and was happy to 
accept it, but declined their invitation to come to Califor- 
nia. I refuse to go to the USA because its government has 
recently destroyed two countries, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
killing about 40,000 people and causing unbelievable 
suffering for already devastated populations. Since 1991, 
Washington has killed 1.5 million Iraqis through eco- 
nomic sanctions that have strangled the country. The sight 
of the biggest military power on Earth bombing and 
invading an enfeebled Iraq and murdering another 37,000 
people to occupy the country and steal its oil was repul- 
sive beyond belief. 

There is no end to the USA government’s barbarity. 
Since 1950, the USA has killed about eight million people 


Why I’m not going to the 
USA to get my award. 


by Asad Ismi 


in the Third World. This includes Vietnam, Laos, Cambo- 
dia, Indonesia, Korea, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Colombia, the Congo, Angola, 
Mozambique and Somalia. The reason there is no end to 
the slaughter is that genocide and plunder are what this 
country is all about. It was created by the killing of more 
than five million natives and the theft of their land and 
resources. 

The USA then carried out a similar policy towards the 
Third World. And such a bloody state has the nerve to talk 
about “terrorism” and exact revenge for it. Washington has 
shown no proof that Afghanistan or Iraq were responsible 
for the September 11 attacks; in fact many indications 
point towards official USA complicity in the strikes. 

One keeps hoping that the American people will rein 
in their government. But the criminally vicious Bush II 
Administration has had the overwhelming support of the 
USA population for its wars. Seventy-five percent of 
Americans supported the war on Iraq and 70 percent of 
them believe that Saddam Hussein was responsible for the 
World Trade Center attack even though there is no proof 
for this. One has to ask, what is wrong with these people? 
Are they as Michael Moore writes, an “idiot nation?” Are 
their minds so commodified by consumerism and televi- 
sion that they believe anything an unelected President 
tells them? 

But to understand this one has to go back to the 


це 


8 


МОУЕМВЕК 2003 


origins of the USA state and society. As one American said 
after seeing the World Trade Center collapse, “We should 
go and wipe ‘em out just like we did the Injuns.” 

A second reason I have for not going to California is 
the deportation, imprisonment and torture of thousands of 
Arabs, South Asians and Muslims trav- 
elling to or residing in the USA since 
September 11, 2001. Shakir Baloch, a 
friend of mine and a Pakistani-Canadian 
(like myself) who was working in the 
USA, is a well-known case. He was 
picked up by USA authorities soon af- 
ter planes hit the World Trade Center, 
and jailed for seven months simply for 
being a Pakistani. In prison, he was 
beaten up, kept in solitary confinement 
and denied access to legal help. He was 
blamed for the September 11 attack, 
threatened with death and told that the 
USA would turn Pakistan “into a park- 
ing lot.” Upon his release, Shakir was 
deported to Canada in his prison clothes 
without a cent in his pocket. Since then 
he has suffered from severe depression and is unable to work. 

Similarly, 100,000 Pakistanis have been deported 
from the USA to Pakistan, many of them blindfolded and 
shackled. Maher Arar, a Canadian citizen, was deported by 
American Immigration to Syria when his plane stopped in 
New York on the way to Toronto. He was jailed in Syria 
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and his wife believes that he has been tortured. On Septem- 
ber 11, 2003, two leading mainstream Canadian Muslim 
clerics from Toronto were jailed by USA authorities in 
Florida for 16 hours. They had gone to lead a prayer 
service for 9/11 victims. They were subjected to a hostile 
interrogation and repeatedly asked 
“Why do you study Islam?” before 
being deported to Canada. Another 
Pakistani friend of mine who lives in 
Toronto had to endure a nine-hour 
long interrogation and detention when 
he went to visit family in New York. 

Such virulent official racism and 
scapegoating compliment a savage 
foreign policy. Bush wants to depict 
Muslims and Arabs as the enemy in 
order to maximize public support for 
his imperial plan to dominate the 
Middle East and plunder its oil wealth. 
However, as is clear today, Bush can’t 
even control Iraq. The Iragi people are 
fighting back with great bravery and 
effectiveness and the American 
position is unravelling as Bush’s popularity plummets. 
There’s no better sight than a racist, lying, thieving mass 
murderer getting his ass kicked. 


Asad Ismi is a writer on international politics. For his 
publications, visit www.asadismi.ws . 
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Hello Mother.” It’s Hassan Almrei’s voice on the 
phone. He is talking to me through the bullet-proof glass 
in the visiting room at Toronto’s Metro-West Detention 
Centre. I’m not Hassan’s real mother. She is in Syria, 
terrified for her son, especially since CSIS last year 
notified her (why?) that Hassan had commited suicide. 
She and I are the same age and I have a son two years 
younger than Hassan. This is a bit of an expanation for 
why I, a Jewish Canadian, care enough about this man to 
“adopt” him and to join him on his hunger strike. 

He has been in solitary confinement there for all 
but three days since October 19, 2001 - over two years in 
a 9 x 12 foot poorly heated concrete cell. In winter the 
temperature drops below 10 degrees, and Hassan freezes, 
denied even shoes or a sweater. The guards wear coats 
and use space heaters to keep themselves warm. Today 
(October 18), Hassan is on his 20" day of a hunger strike 
to get adequate heat in his cell and adequate clothing. 

“Hello, Son,” I reply. “How are you today?” “To- 
day, I’m very weak, but I’m ok, just dizzy. I can’t talk 
long because I need to rest.” His eyes look black and 
sunken, I notice, and he is even thinner than before. He’s 
lost over 25 pounds since he started this strike, and his 
total weight has dropped by 95 pounds since he was 
detained. 

I first saw Hassan Almrei, a 29-year-old Syrian- 
born refugee, at his bail hearing on June 24. My wife, 
Jean, and I went to offer $10,000 in bail surety. I 
noticed CSIS and RCMP sitting to the right. I won- 
dered if this would set me and my family up for CSIS 
persecution. I didn’t worry that Hassan might actually 
be a “terrorist.” The so-called war on terrorism is just 
a well-oiled public relations exercise to scare us into 
supporting Bush’s military aggression in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and incidentally to wave goodbye to our own 
civil liberties - the official CSIS definition of “terror- 
ist” includes “animal rights, anti-globalization and 


environmental groups.” 
Hassan is in prison on a “security certificate” under 


Canada’s ironically labeled Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act. Under its provisions, individuals can be 
“preventively” detained - that is, no actual crime needs 
to have been committed. CSIS just needs to allege that 
this person may at some time become a threat to Cana- 
da’s national security. Without ever being charged, much 
less convicted, we can be imprisoned indefinitely or 
deported to a country to face torture and execution. CSIS 
gets to pre-select the judges and then present its allega- 
tions to them alone. Prisoners and their lawyers have no 
opportunity to see or rebut the evidence. 

Five people have been detained on security certifi- 
cates, all of them Muslim men: Mahmoud Jaballah, 
Muhammad Mahjoub, Mohamed Harkat, Adil 
Charkaoui, and Hassan Almrei. Although none of them 
has been charged much less convicted of a crime, all 
remain behind bars, denied due process. They have only 
three options - bad, worse, and unthinkable; (1) to be 
granted bail with severe restrictions and no opportunity 
to clear their name, (2) to remain in prison indefinitely, 
or (3) to be deported to the countries they fled in the first 
place and face torture and execution. 

In the post-9/11 frenzy, many Muslim men were 
targeted by CSIS. The RCMP arrested Hassan on Octo- 
ber 19, 2001 and subjected him to endless hours of 
interrogation, twisting his life story from that of a coura- 
geous, resourceful, generous, and pious man into a 
stereotypic “terrorist.” The allegations convinced Judge 
Tremblay-Lamer to detain him under a security certifi- 
cate. In the kangaroo court process, the ridiculousness of 
these allegations never got challenged. Hassan is tortured 
by the Kafka-esque injustice. “I’m not a terrorist. What’s 

the evidence? I know 1 am innocent. In Syria, they 
torture you. In this country they torture in another way,” 
he said. “They just put people in jail for this long. They 
give the judge lies. I never sleep. | just keep thinking, 
“Why am I here?’” 

Without a trial or any explanation, Hassan was 
thrown into solitary confinement. Metro West is a short- 
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term provincial jail, not designed for long-term inmates. 
In an ironic twist, Hassan can’t be moved to a federal 
prison, which has better facilities, because he has never 
been convicted of a crime. 

For 15 months, Hassan was denied a pillow, sheets, 
and permission to phone anyone but his lawyer. Visitors 
were turned away. His cell was bitterly cold in winter. Al- 
lowed to wear only a short-sleeved prison jump suit and 
socks, he says, “I was freezing. You can’t imagine how 
much.” When they gave him 10 to 20 minutes of exercise 
every few days, Hassan was sent alone into the snow-filled 
yard with no jacket. In his cell, lights shine all the time, 
only dimmed slightly at night. Hassan repeatedly asked 
for some explanation for this brutal imprisonment, but even 
the guards didn’t know 
why he was there. 

Hassan faced this 
injustice with patience 
and prayer. He studied 
the Qu’ran, and treated 
the guards and other 
prisoners with respect, 
humor and kindness. “I 
treated them like I 
wanted them to treat 
me,” he says. “If a 
guard treated me mean, 
I would just say, ‘thank 
you,’ and read my 


Demo at the detention centre where Hassan Almrei 


they denied that there was any problem with the heat. 
They said that no one else had ever complained. We 
produced a leaked 1996 memo from a guard document- 
ing severe hypothermia in two other segregation prison- 
ers. They then made a point of taking the temperature in 
the cell - only on warm days with the ventilation fan 
turned off - to “prove” the heat was adequate. 

Then, on October 7th Paul Greer, the Deputy 
Superintendent of the prison, phoned to say maintenance 
had discovered that the thermostat had broken and 
replaced it. Now, he insisted, the heat was fine. But he 
insisted it was “impossible” to give Hassan shoes or a 
jacket because it’s against “regulations” for segregation 
inmates to have them (even though Hassan is only there 
for his protection from other 
prisoners and has never been 
convicted of a crime). 

Hassan remained firm. 
Outside, his hunger strike 
began to draw national media 
attention, resulting in embar- 
rassing questions to the jail and 
the Ministry. The Provincial 
Ombudsman made a visit. I 
began a solidarity fast on 
October 6, and two dozen 
others across the country 
joined a chain fast. Letters of 
support flooded in. 


Qu’ran.” Gradually is fasting to protest conditions. He has been there October 17, (day 19 of 
many of the guards two years without being charged with a crime. Hassan’s strike), the prison and 
came to like and re- photo: Jean Hanson Ministry offered minimal 


spect Hassan. Some 

gave him extra blankets when it was cold or slipped him 
extra food. They began to let him out to help with the 
cleaning. 

Hassan looked forward to his promised bail hearing 
in September. But September came and went, and the 
court postponed the hearing until November. Another 
security certificate prisoner, Adil Charkaoui, in a Mon- 
treal jail was denied bail. As Hassan’s hopes for freedom 
faded, he realized that he had to do something to avoid 
yet another winter in this freezing cell. 

On September 29, Hassan quietly began a hunger 
strike, agreeing only to drink water and two small 
glasses of juice a day. His demands were simple and 
reasonable. He wanted: (1) a written guarantee that the 
cell temperature would be kept at or above the 22 de- 
grees Celsius that is the standard for Ontario prisons, (2) 
shoes to keep his feet warm on the concrete floor, and 
(3) a winter jacket. 

The prison administration and the Ontario Ministry 


for Public Safety and Security dug in their heels. Initially 


concessions - an extra pair of 
socks in lieu of shoes (Hassan can get those anyway) and 
a long-sleeved T-shirt and sweatshirt usually given to 
women prisoners. Hassan rejected these offers. He 
pointed out that wearing three pairs of socks is uncom- 
fortably tight and humiliating, and that prisoners on the 
range are allowed shoes. He refused to wear the wom- 
en’s clothes. 

Even the guards say, “Why do you give him female 
clothes? It’s humiliating and the other prisoners are 
going to laugh at him.” Under the UN Standard Mini- 
mum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, #17(1): 
“Every prisoner who is not allowed to wear his own 
clothing shall be provided with an outfit of clothing 
suitable for the climate and adequate to keep him in good 
health. Such clothing shall in no manner be degrading or 
humiliating.” And #88(1): “An untried prisoner shall be 
allowed to wear his own clothing if it is clean and 
suitable.” 

Rather than simply writing a letter guaranteeing 
adequate heat in his cell, the prison has offered to trans- 
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fer Hassan to the Special Needs Unit. If the temperature 
in the Segregation Unit is indeed reliably at or above 22 
degrees, it should be simple for the prison to provide a 
written guarantee to Hassan’s lawyer that an adequate 
temperature will be maintained, and to give Hassan a 
thermometer. The fact that they won’t do that suggests 
that the temperature problem is not actually fixed. 
Everyone in the Segregation Unit is cold, and they all 
deserve adequate heat. Moving Hassan to another unit 
doesn’t solve that problem. 

Also, the Special Needs Unit is designed for sex 
offenders, rapists and other dangerous criminals. Hassan 
has not been convicted of any crime. To move him there 
would brand him as a dangerous inmate, and would be 
prejudicial to his reputation and his case. He views this 
move as a humiliating punishment for taking action 
about his inhumane living conditions. 

Hassan points out that these inadequate offers are 
made only after he has been forced to be on an extended 
hunger strike with extensive media attention. They 
appear designed to give a false impression of real con- 
cern for him for the benefit of the court and the media. 

On Sunday October 19 the Campaign to Stop Secret 
Trials held a well-attended demonstration at the jail and 
then marched to the nearby RCMP detachment to present 
them with a copy of the Charter of Rights. On October 
31 many of us are going to Ottawa to “trick or treat” 
CSIS’s Scary Secret Trials. 

As we go to press Hassan is on day 20 of his fast. 
Physically he is very weak, scarcely able to stand. He is 
dizzy. His back hurts and he has a bad headache. But 
emotionally he is more determined than ever to continue 
until he wins on behalf of all the segregation prisoners. 


Proceeds from calendar gO 
support. for Political Prisoners and 
anti-imperialist struggles. 


In the meanwhile, Jean and I are renovating 
our basement apartment in hopes that Hassan 
will be released on bail at his November 
hearing and move there - if he isn’t deported 
to Syria at an immigration hearing later this 
month. If he is freed, he will be the first of 
the Secret Trial Five to win bail. But that will 
still leave him in legal limbo, unable to clear 
his name, and subject to arbitrary re-arrest or 
deportation at any time. 

If you want to help stop this undemocratic 
system of kangaroo court justice, here’s what 


to 


you can do: 
Send letters of support to: 
Hassan Almrei 
Metro-West Detention Centre 
111 Disco Road 
Toronto, Ontario M9W 1M3. 
Send letters demanding an end to the use 
of the CSIS Secret Trial Security Certificate 
and an end to the use of secret evidence in all Immigra- 
tion and Refugee proceedings to: 
Wayne Easter, Solicitor General 
Sir Wilfred Laurier Building, 13" floor 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0P8 
and to: 
Denis Coderre 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration 
Jean Edmonds South Tower, 21* Floor 
365 Laurier Ave. W. 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1L1 
Demand the immediate release of the five Muslim 
men held in Canadian prisons on secret evidence as well 
as the immediate release and due process for the Paki- 
stani students still being held in “preventive detention” 


in Toronto. 


Diana Ralph is a Toronto Jewish woman whose 
father was a lawyer at the Nuremberg War Crimes 
Tribunal following the Nazi atrocities of WWII. She 
sees disturbing parallels between the targetting of 
Jews in Germany and the secret trial detentions of 
Muslims in Canada, the USA, Britain and in 
Guantanamo Bay. 

She says her father taught her that “We all have 
an obligation to protect justice and human rights. This 
is a racist war on Muslims, which threatens the secu- 
rity of all Canadians.” Ralph engaged in a support 
fast during Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. She 
feels that Canada has a lot to atone for, especially 
with respect to the ill-treatment of Muslims. 

The campaign can be reached at (416) 651-5800 
or by e-mail at tasc@web.ca . 
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October 17th is a significant day. It’s 
a day for anti-poverty activists and 
coalition partners to celebrate our 
accomplishments, reflect on our 
strategies and prepare for ongoing 
campaigns. But I think it would be a 
better day if we could celebrate the 
International Day For The Eradication 
of Capitalism. Wouldn’t that be a great 
day? 

The relationship between capital- 
ism and poverty cannot be ignored. In 
fact, capitalism and poverty have a 
bipolar existence. Capitalism repre- 
senting power and unfettered accumu- 
lation of wealth at one pole and at the 
opposite pole, poverty which includes 
misery, slavery, moral degradation and 
powerlessness. It is for this reason that 
the Canadian labour movement, 
through the Canadian Labour Congress 
and provincial Federations take the 
issue of capitalism and its advance as 
an ongoing threat to civil society with 
undeniable links to poverty. 

But capitalism doesn’t operate in isolation. 

We know that capitalism has been aided and abetted 
by right wing governments, promoted by business lobby 
groups such as the Canadian Council of Chief Execu- 
tives, and supported by think-tank groups such as the 
Fraser Institute or the C. D. Howe Institute. 

We have seen a shift by the federal government to a 
new measure of poverty that will move closer to an 
absolute measure and, by merely changing a definition, 
reduce poverty rates substantially without improvement 
to the lives of those with low incomes. They will be 

reinforcing the conservative ideology of restraint and 
balanced budgets through a reform of the social safety 
net. 

Our governments ideology includes describing the 
poor as special or different from the rest of society and 
they have a tendency to dehumanize or demonize the 


Marvin Meickel and 
Chelsea Looysen at the 
Regina demo on 
International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty 


poor. Politicians are incorporating 
extreme measures such as time limits 
on welfare payments (BC under 
Gordon Campbell) or solving the 
problems of the poor by throwing 
money on the floor of a shelter and 
advising the occupants to find jobs 
(Alberta Premier, Ralph Klein). Other 
further regressive measures include 
workfare programs adopted by many 
provinces and included as part of the 
election platform of the Saskatchewan 
Party. 

And don’t expect progressive social 
reform from Ottawa. Let’s not forget 
Paul Martin, our Prime Minister in 
waiting, whose 1995 Liberal Budget, 
was so draconian that even 
neoconservativives stated that “it 
ripped the guts out” of social democ- 
racy. Clearly we have been witness to 
the erosion of the Canadian welfare 
State. 

Extremely effective, well funded 
business organizations continue to play a key role in 
influencing decisions of governments, and to play an 
equally significant role in influencing public opinion. 
Their pre-election funding could go a long way towards 
resolving the poverty problem in Canada. According to 
Elections Canada, more than half of the $413.76 million 
contributed to the federal Liberals in 1998 came from 
corporations. 

Think-tank studies espouse the notion that almost 
everyone will suffer some sort of poverty, a form of 
systemic poverty, but will eventually work up to the 
middle or high income groups. In other words, poverty is 
a temporary price we pay to live in an unrestrained 
marketplace. These studies fail to recognize the many 
people who are not officially defined as poor but still 
find it difficult to make ends meet. People who do not 
qualify for government assistance but whose reality is 
that they live from pay check to pay check with no 


ja 


NOVEMBER 2003 


money to set aside for their future. Paying for their 
children’s post-secondary education is impossible and 
any emergency need for cash could push them into 
poverty. We call them the working poor. Look in the 
mirror and you may see a member in waiting. Currently, 
lower and even middle income Canadians have no 
savings whatsoever. Indeed 84 percent of all savings is 
held by the top 20 percent of Canadian households. The 
bottom 40 percent have no savings at all. Interesting 
statistics from a country ranked number one by the 
United Nations. 

So in order to work towards the eradication of 
poverty, we must recognize that poverty is a structural 
problem and not an individual problem. We must not 
blame the poor nor place them in categories of deserving 
or undeserving. 

We must adopt the policies of the Regina Anti- 
poverty Ministry which include raising the incomes of 
those at the bottom through such measurers as income 
security, a living wage, job creation, affordable housing, 
fair taxation and addressing equity issues. 

Why? Firstly, because we still live in a Nation 
where our opinions and actions can make a difference. 
Secondly, because as Canadians, we have a social 
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conscience and we care about the elderly, children, 
students, visible minorities, First Nations and Indigenous 
People, women, the unemployed, underemployed and the 
working poor. 

Organized labour can be proud of its achievements 
on behalf of social democracy which include Medicare, 
CPP, QPP, Old Age Security, Unemployment Insurance, 
workers’ compensation, public education, maternity/ 
paternity leave, human rights laws, workplace health and 
safety legislation, environmental safeguards and more. 
We have and continue to set benchmarks such as better 
wages, benefits, working conditions and equality at the 
bargaining table and we will continue to maintain these 
things which not only benefit unionized workers but all 
Canadians. 

We will continue our work with such organizations 
as the Regina Anti-Poverty Ministry to safeguard social 
justice. We will continue to work together because only 
capitalism thrives on economic inequality. 


Marvin Meickel is treasurer of the Saskatchewan 
Federation of Labour. This article is an excerpt from a 
speech he gave at a rally organized by the Regina Anti- 
poverty Ministry. 
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by Paul Beingessnor 


The biotech industry is struggling mightily to get 
genetically modified food crops accepted around the 
world. For giant agriculture-chemical companies like 
Monsanto, it is a win some/lose some kind of battle. 
Monsanto appeared to win recently when the Brazilian 
government announced it would allow the planting of 
GM soybeans - an already widespread practice due to 
seed smuggled in from Argentina. On the other hand, 
the GM industry took a hit in Britain when crop trials 
were declared invalid and will now require another 


three years to complete. 
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GM crops си Болиоло and consumers. 


Farmers and researchers around the world have 
questioned many of the claims made for GM crops. 
While the propaganda surrounding these crops often 
portrays them as magic bullets, and they are sometimes 
widely adopted by farmers, the reality is that they have 
yet to save agriculture anywhere, and they certainly face 
consumer resistance in major importing countries. 

The image of companies promoting GM crops has 
been tarnished in some eyes in recent years. There are 
many reasons for this. Heavy-handed enforcement of 


plant patents has engendered sympathy for some of the 
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farmers targeted. 
GM crops have 
created some very 
difficult problems. 
Herbicide resistant 
weeds are one. 
Contamination of 
conventional crops 
is another. For 
example, recent 
research has 
confirmed that 
many of Mexico’s 
traditional corn 
varieties are 
contaminated with 
GM genes. Since 
Mexico is the 
ancestral home of 
corn, and hence 
home to the largest 
com gene pool, 
this could be 
disastrous. 

This bad image 
is a major concern 
for companies like 
Monsanto. The cor- 
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porate giant recently declared that income from its patent 
rights now exceeds income from chemical sales. Clearly, 
Monsanto has found the goose that lays its golden eggs, 
and is intent on feathering this nest further. 

A clear propaganda win for GM promoters would 
occur if they could convince the public that GM crops 
(and by implication, the companies that generate them) 
were performing the noble task of relieving world hun- 
ger. To further that image, GM companies have gone to 
that bastion ofhunger, Africa, and come back with spokes- 
persons to trumpet their cause. 

One of the latest is Dr. Florence Wambugu, a 
Kenyan scientist who recently toured North America 
promoting GM foods as the answer to the problem of 
hunger in Africa. Wambugu wears her credentials as a 
once-poor black African proudly. Her main claim to 
fame is involvement with a project to genetically 
engineer a sweet potato to make it resistant to Sweet 
Potato Feather Mottle Virus, a common sweet potato 
disease. This project originated with Monsanto, and has 
been largely funded by the company. Wambugu and 
Monsanto have made some fantastic claims about the 
benefits of resistance to this disease. Massive produc- 
tion increases, the end to the Kenyan famine and greater 
food security for some of Africa’s poorest are but a few 
of these. 

But do the claims stand up to the test of reality? 
Some researchers think not. In speaking on hunger in 
Uganda, for instance, the World Bank said the need was 
not for new technology, but rather for better communi- 
cation between agriculture extension workers and 
farmers so that farmers could both drive agriculture 
research and benefit from the research already done. 

Promoters of the GM sweet potato hyped it by 
declaring several years ago that it could “end famine in 
Kenya.” The problem with that grandiose statement was 
that the Kenyan famine was not due to sweet potato 
disease. The famine was centered among livestock 
farmers who did not even grow or eat sweet potatoes. It 
resulted from cumulative livestock losses, falling 
livestock prices and sharply rising cereal prices. In fact, 
sweet potatoes are a very minor crop in Kenya, and 
cannot be considered a staple. 

Sweet potatoes are staples in Burundi, Rwanda and 
Uganda, but the Food and Agriculture Organization 
declared that agricultural production here has been 
severely limited not by viral diseases, but rather by war, 
massive displacement of farmers, and international 
struggles over diamonds and precious metals. 

Perhaps most unfortunate of all is the amount of 
money Monsanto and the American government have 
spent producing the single variety of GM sweet potato. 
Over $6 million has been consumed to produce a single 
variety - from one that the Kenyan agency involved in 
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the project admitted was not very popular. Had the 
researchers bothered to asked Ugandan and Tanzanian 
farmers, they would have found out that 75 percent of 
them already had access to non-GM varieties resistant 
to the Sweet Potato Feather Mottle Virus. Promoting the 
farmer-to-farmer exchange of these resistant varieties 
would have done much to solve any problems created 
by the disease. Of course, this would not have given 
Monsanto a propaganda victory. 

The World Bank identified Kenya’s problems this 
way: “The Kenyan system lacks a focus on farmer 
empowerment. It is based on a traditional top-down 
supply-driven approach that provides little or no voice 
to the farmer.” GM crops will only make this situation 
worse. Even in Kenya, and other poor African coun- 
tries, the solution to hunger does not necessarily involve 
producing more food. Rather, it is ensuring that the 
ability to obtain food is equally held by all. When 
transnational companies decide what the problems of 
the Third World are and how to solve them, it is simply 
another form of colonialism. That didn’t save Africa 
first time around. 


Paul Beingessner is a writer, ag consultant and 
third generation farmer at Truax, SK. 
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Irma Gonzales is the daughter of one of the 
Cuban Five jailed in the USA, René Gonzales. 


Tuo proud daughters of Cuba addressed large responsive 
crowds from Victoria to Halifax during a major cross- 
Canada tour this fall. They spoke about the successes and 
problems of their country and they appealed to Canadians - 
as friends of Cuba and trading partners of the USA - to join 
the Campaign to Free the Cuban Five. 

Eighteen-year-old Irma, the daughter of René Gonzales, 
one of the five men jailed in the USA, spoke in clear com- 
posed English, learned when she and 
her family lived in Miami, Florida for 
three years. She talked about the plight 
of her father, now in an American 
prison. Irma has dedicated her young 
life to seeking justice for her father and 
his associates who are being detained 
after receiving sentences of between 15 
years and two life sentences. 

The supposed crime of these men 
was monitoring violent right-wing 
groups in the USA that plan and commit acts of terrorism 
against Cuba and Cubans elsewhere. These groups are clearly 
breaking USA law that prohibits its territory and citizens from 
using the USA to attack another country. These groups include 
the Cuba American National Foundation (CANF) that receives 
million of dollars from private and government donors. It sup- 
ported the Helms-Burton Bill that penalizes any company from 
any country that does business in Cuba. This group also con- 
tributed millions to political campaigns of the last three USA 
Presidents and is openly supported by Governor Jed Bush and 
President George Bush. CANF is connected to terrorist groups 
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Canada is the only other 
country in this hemisphere 
with anything close to 


universal healthcare, 
although it is currently 
being undermined. 


Daughters 


story and photos 


that have bombed and killed people in the USA and Cuba, 
blown up airplanes and bombed Cuban embassies. 

Irma’s father and Antonio Guerrero, Gerardo 
Hernandez, Ramón Labafiino, and Fernando Gonzales were 
monitoring the illegal activities of these USA-based groups. 
They were not spying on the USA, but on criminal groups. 
Their gleaned information helped prevent bomb and murder 
attempts, and also revealed the terrorists’ connections to 
drug trafficking. 

The men were arrested in 1998 
and charged with espionage and 
murder. They were held for 17 
months in solitary confinement - this 
a violation of American law - and 
finally went to trial in hostile Miami 
instead of a neutral venue as re- 
quested by lawyers. During that time 
lawyers access to their clients was 
illegally restricted, and few family 
visits were allowed. Irma’s then pregnant mother was 
arrested, jailed and deported back to Cuba; she can not get a 
visa to visit her jailed husband or take his new daughter to 
visit him. Irma has seen him recently and is his voice to the 
world. Meanwhile the men are in a California prison serving 
long or life sentences without parole for convictions of 
espionage and conspiracy, although even the prosecution 
admitted that the evidence was flimsy. In February, 2004, 
there will be an appeal trial and international support is 
needed to help that process and ensure a fair trial this time. 

Dr. Aleida Guevara March, a pediatrician in Havana, said 
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or Cuba 


by Theresa Wolfwood 


that she is proud to be the daughter of a famous revolutionary, 
but she is also proud to be a daughter of Cuba, the homeland 
of her mother. Guevara spoke of the great progress in healthcare 
in Cuba, where the infant mortality rate has decreased by a 
factor of ten from 1958 to today. This, she said, despite Cuba 
being a poor country and subject to 40 years of economic block- 
ade. Her own clinic has a 50 year old refrigerator held together, 
she says, by wire, screws and Cuban ingenuity. 

She said Cuba is far from perfect, 
but when she compares the lives of 
Cubans - who have free universal medi- 
cal care, education and social security 
- to those of people in neighbouring 
countries, she is proud of Cuba’s ac- 
complishments. Cuba’s only crime is 
its commitment to a socialist revolu- 
tion, to live a different way where the 
people own the resources. Just imag- 
ine, she says, if Africans owned their 
own resources and could sell them for a decent price so Afri- 
cans could live in dignity. That is why Cuba is under constant 
attack - it is a model for the rest of the world and that is dan- 
gerous for capitalism. 

Dr. Guevara can take time from her practice to go on 
tour because Cuba has many doctors; one doctor for every 
140 citizens. She also worked in Nicaragua during the 
Sandinista era when that country was under attack by the 
USA-backed Contras. Sending doctors to countries in need 
has occurred while Cuba, a poor country of ten million, has 
had to continually defend itself, and maintain its progress 


In February, 2004, there 
will be an appeal trial 
and international support 


is needed to ensure 
a fair trial this time. 


Dr. Aleida Guevara March is the daughter of the 
famous revolutionary hero, Ernesto “Che” Guevara. 


against many terrorist attacks and the effects of an eco- 
nomic blockade. 
She spoke of chemical and biological terrorism in- 
flicted on Cuba, including poisoned pigs, the introduction of 
dengue fever, and the poisoning of water of a kindergarten. 
Many Cuban embassies have been bombed, and bombs in 
Cuba have killed innocent people, including a Canadian 
tourist. Planes have also been blown up by terrorists. She 
proclaims the right of Cubans to 
defend the lives of its people from 
such actions. The Cuban Five were 
working in the USA to protect 
Cubans from these illegal acts. They 
have risked their lives and sacrificed 
their family life in service to their 
country. Dr. Guevara emphasized that 
very Cuban thanks them for their 
sacrifice - for their love. 
She urged Canadians to defend 
Cuba’s right to justice. Both speakers call on Canadians to 
help Free the Cuban Five. Here are ways we can help: 
- Download the petition at www. freethecubanfive.ca 
- Call or Fax President George W. Bush and demand 
that he Free the Cuban Five (phone 202 456-1414 or 
fax 202 456-2461). 

- For more information check the website at 
www.canadiannetw п 


Theresa Wolfwood is the Director of the Barnard- 
Boecker Centre Foundation, Victoria BC. 
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KAN KUN: THe MAYAN 


PHRASE FOR 


NEST OF VIPERS 


BY ANIL NAIDOO 


AN APPROPRIATE PLACE FOR INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE MINISTERS TO Meer FO DISCUSS 
FURTHERING NEO-LIBERAL FRADE POLICIES. 


E... is a resort, conceived and created by inter- 
national bankers, where previously only a few fishers 
plied their craft. A contrived city of transplanted 
workers: serving others in absurd luxury as they 
themselves live in squalid conditions with unsafe 
water and marginal sanitation. An appropriate location 
for discussions of the so-called Development Round 
of the World Trade Organization, by those who have 
no clue what true development is. 

Over its 35 year existence, Cancun has become 
famous for a 20 km string of five star hotels and for 
wild “spring break” parties. Now, through the failure 
of the ministerial, it has become a symbol for the 
march toward true global social justice. The failed 
trade talks represent progress, and Cancun represents 
a sea-change in global trade politics. 

Global South countries successfully challenged 
the global power structure. They knew the old tactics 
would not be enough to force compliance. They were 
ready for the bullying by the Quad (Canada, USA, the 
European Union, and Japan) that has become a main- 
stay of these meetings. Phone calls from George Bush 
and promises of increased access to American markets 
for those who capitulated didn’t work. Neither did the 
threats of aid being cut off or barriers raised. 

This time countries put out their own text; such 
as Venezuela’s which courageously denounced neo- 
liberal trade policies. This time the Group of 21 


countries did not back down in the face of enormous 
pressure. These countries focused on the $300 
billion USA in agricultural subsidies that are devas- 
tating indigenous agriculture around the globe. They 
countered the EU/USA proposals with bold demands 
for past promises to be kept and subsidies to be 
slashed. 

China, though only two years in the WTO, has 
shifted the balance of power, possibly permanently. 
Alongside China are India, Brazil, South Africa, 
Kenya, Argentina and a host of smaller countries, 
which make up the G21. These countries represent the 
majority of the world’s population and as many as 65 
percent of the planet’s farmers. 

There is no going back. Yes, the corporations and 
those who worship at the altar of the rampant free 
market have many tricks still to come. The USA uses 
whatever it can to move its agenda forward. Post- 
Cancun, however, the rules have changed. Countries 
are aware of their power and aware of the dangers of 
neo-liberal trade to their people. The unilateralist 
USA has become a transparent monolith. A divided 
EU has become weakened, and marginalized countries 
have seen what solidarity can accomplish. Bad trade 
deals, both bilateral and multilateral will be more 
difficult to push through. 

This newfound resistance is the result of those 
outside and inside these meetings working together. 
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Civilsociety - people from 
across the.globe - had come 
together to Work toward a 
common purposè`The nego- 
tiators from beleaguered 
countries of the South were 
buoyed by the support of 
NGO’s and activists working 
on both sides of the fence. 
After the collapse of the 
ministerial, we all felt a 
profound sense of hope. We 
are still a long way from the 
better world we all know is 
possible, but today, thanks to 
the courage of people willing 
to challenge the existing 
power structures, the aspira- 
tions of billions of people took 


Delegations from around the world came to Cancun to protest ma WTO 


a step forward in Cancun. meeting, and were joined by Zapatistas from nearby Chiapas. ~~ 

Lofty aspirations: to be able to 

produce their own food; to be able to make enough about and this is what fair trade could provide. In a 

money to send their children to school; to be able to civilized world this is not too much to ask. 

access affordable, life saving medication; to be able to 

access clean drinking water for their children. Anil Naidoo is a campaigner with the Council of 
This is what the struggle in Cancun was really Canadians. 


SGEU has been making positive 
improvements in workplaces and 
communities throughout the province since 
1913. Our 20,000 members are employed in 
all kinds of workplaces throughout the 
province. 


We offer our members: 

e Excellent service and contract negotiations 

e Some of the best benefit plans in the 
province 

e Support for learning 

e A chance to get involved 


For more information about becoming an 
SGEU workplace call toll free 1-800-667-5221 
In Regina 522-8571 

website: www.sgeu.org 


call toll free 
1-800-667-52 
In Regina _ 
522-8571 


ww И SGEUè"î 


Working Together for Saskatchewan 
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International 
Tides are Turning: 


o 


bv lindsay Telfer 


$... the discussions at the World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) meetings in Cancun collapsed, govern- 
ments, civil society and industry continue to seek 
answers to the now critical question, “What is next for 
the WTO?” Given the little mainstream media attention 
accorded to the Cancun talks, few Canadians would 
even know that they collapsed. 

There has been little or no discussion of Canadian 
trade minister Pierre Pettigrew’s role in Cancun, where 
he was once again appointed chair of the Singapore 
issues. Introduced in Doha, Qatar at the 2001 ministe- 
rial, these “new” issues (around investment, competi- 
tion, 
government procurement and transparency in trade 
negotiations) were being heavily pushed by some 
countries, including Canada. Pettigrew consistently 
lobbied Canada’s agenda to see negotiations on the 
new issues launched, despite the position of the major- 
ity world nations for no introduction of the Singapore 
issues in the negotiating text (these nations even for- 
mally submitted a letter to Pettigrew stating their 
positions). 

Time and time again, developing countries voiced 
concern over the lack of openness and transparency in 
the negotiations. Nothing was ever done to address 
these concerns. The draft text, released the day before 
the collapsed discussions in Cancun, produced an 
obvious dismissal of these requests. 


is this the end 
for the WTO? 


Organization differ in their stances on whether the 
WTO is relevant in the current world economic order. 
Many claim that the Organization, given the inequities 
of the world economy, cannot function in an even- 
handed and just way at regulating international trade. 
Others believe that the WTO can be reformed to bal- 
ance out the inequities between the few that have 
traditionally controlled the WTO and the many that 
struggle to have their voices heard. The most recent 
events in Cancun give some legitimacy to the latter 
view. A group of countries from the majority world 
joined forces sending the message that “Our voices will 
not be Silenced.” 

The fallout of the Cancun discussions is already 
sending ripples through international relations and 
foreign policy. Robert Zoellick, the USA Trade Repre- 
sentative and top negotiator for the USA in Cancun, 
summed up the American position in just a few words, 
“We are going to open markets one way or another.” 
Pettigrew, on the other hand, maintains Canada’s 
commitment to the WTO claiming, “We will continue 
to work to get this agenda back on track.” But whose 
agenda is Pettigrew talking about? 

The WTO has come to an impasse. The very way 
the Organization has been developed as a “gentleman’s 
club” of the worlds wealthiest countries will ultimately 
lead to its demise. The WTO does not want to, nor is it 
able to, reform the context under which it was formed. 

This has been confirmed in the post Cancun words of 


But what is next for the WTO? Critics of the 
0 
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our Trade Minister, “we beg the new members to 
realize this institution can bring a lot to them in devel- 
opment, but you have to go there and want to make a 
deal.” 

The draft Cancun text, however, was tremendously 
one-sided and reflected the views of the dominant 
WTO powerhouse countries. After all the criticisms 
doled out by the rich nations that majority world 
nations were not willing to negotiate, one has to won- 
der just how much our own governments were willing 
to budge on their issues? There were strong demands 
for market access, requests to reduce trade distorting 
import tariffs in the majority world, and few conces- 
sions were given in reducing domestic support. The 
poorer nations do not stand a chance under this pro- 
posed framework. In the words of Antigua and 
Barbuda Minister, Sir Ronald Sanders, “Меге we to 
accept this document, we would have condemned the 
people of Antiqua and Barbuda to a life of perpetual 
underdevelopment.” 

Indian Minister Arun Jaitley also openly criticized 
the text; “It would appear that the views expressed by a 
large number of developing countries on the need for 
further clarification have been completely ignored. This 
is yet another instance of the deliberate neglect of 
views of a large number of developing countries. It 
represents an attempt to thrust the views of a few 
countries on many developing countries. We wonder 
now whether development here refers to only further 
development of the developed countries.” 

One of the largest faults of the WTO has been its 
inability to balance the financial inequities of member 
countries. Countries like the United States and Kenya 
are bargaining like they are equals. It is unreasonable to 
suggest that the two can negotiate effectively under 
such a system. This should not be surprising though, as 
the WTO’s predecessor, the General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs (or the GATT), was developed with 
the trading needs and requirements of the world’s 
superpowers in mind. 

International trading has to occur in a system that 
puts local communities’ needs first and not the needs of 

corporations. The system needs to understand the 
impacts that trading will have on both local ecosys- 
tems, and it needs to be fair. It needs to understand that 
countries in the developed world have an advantage at 
trading in the international sphere, and that in the 
absence of some protective measures, developing 
nations would be unable to survive. In agriculture 
specifically, trade liberalization has consistently seen 
the collapse of strong small scale, localized food 
production, in exchange for an export based industry 
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that sucks the life out of rural economies and also out 
of ecosystems. 

For the second time since its inception, WTO 
discussions have collapsed due to the inability of 
developed nations to understand the plight and needs of 
the developing world. The negotiations in Doha, which 
have been deemed a success, were themselves plagued 
with criticism of closed meeting concessions and 
consistent bullying from the developed world. The 
WTO has seen its day. It has proven itself incapable of 
succeeding in the realities of the international land- 
scape. 

A new form of international organizing is re- 
quired. We need a system that is based on a true inter- 
national consensus - a system that will put the needs of 
the people and of our earth first. With the WTO ina 
state of reflection, we now turn our attention to the 
Western Hemisphere’s next biggest concern: the Free 
Trade Area of the America’s (FTAA) meeting in 
Miami this November, where agriculture, services, and 
the environment will once again be on the agenda. 


Lindsay Telfer has her Masters in Environmental 
Studies from York University and is currently the 
National Director of the Sierra Youth Coalition in 
Ottawa. 


Saskatchewan 
lamb for sale 


Raised on prairie grass and 
whole grains. No commercial 
feeds. 


Cut, wrapped, 
frozen. 


Free delivery 
in Regina 
area. 


Paul and Faye 


Beingessner (306) 868-4734 
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Cotton Pickin’ Subsidies 


Cotton Symbolizes the 
Battle that Occurred 


by Paul Beingessner 


Between Rich and Poor 


Countries at the WTO 
meeting in Cancun 


“Oh,ı wish I was in the land of cotton.” So begins the popu- 


lar Confederate song from America’s civil war era. I don’t 
imagine a lot of Canadian farmers today spend much time 
thinking about the 
land of cotton, but 
you can bet there 
are farmers all over 
the world that do. 
Cotton, you see, is 
a commodity that 
epitomizes the 
struggle that sank 
the WTO efforts at 
Cancun, Mexico. 
Cotton is the 
main agricultural 
export for some of 
the world’s poorest 
countries. Mali is a 
good example. 
With an average in- 
come of $300 per 
year, this African 


nation of 9 million 
is one of the 10 poorest countries in the world. About 


one-third of the population relies on cotton production 
for its income. Traditionally, cotton production has been 
good to the small-scale farmers that grow it. A typical 
farmer used to earn an income of about $1000 per year - 
three times the national average. Income from this ex- 


ported crop drove the economy of Mali, providing money 
for health care, education and development. 

But the bloom is off the cotton. For two years, 
world prices have 
been at rock 
bottom, as pro- 
duction has 
outstripped 
demand. Cotton 
prices have fallen 
by 50 percent 
since the mid- 
1990s. Cotton 
producing coun- 
tries in sub- 
Saharan Africa, 
countries like 
Mali, Benin, 
Burkina Faso and 
Chad have suf- 
fered severe 
economic losses 
as a result. 

This is not to 
say that all cotton farmers are doing poorly. In the “land 
of cotton” - the southern USA - many cotton farmers are 
doing rather well, thank you. This is not from the sale of 
their production, but rather from the subsidies the gov- 
ernment pours into their pockets, subsidies that average 
$230 USA per acre. Thus, in 2001/2002, the 25,000 
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American cotton farmers pocketed nearly $3.9 billion 
in subsidies. This is more than the entire GDP of Burkina 
Faso, where 2 million people depend on cotton for a 
living. Just 10 of these American cotton farms received 
a total of $17 million in subsi- 
dies. And they still had their 
cotton to sell after that! 

It is not hard to see why 
poor countries dependent on 
cotton production were front 
and center in the group of coun- 
tries that effectively ended the 
chance for success of the world 
trade talks in Cancun. In their 
eyes, American and European 
subsidies encourage cotton pro- 
duction and result in these countries dumping cotton on 
world markets below the cost of production. In doing 
so, the enrichment of 25,000 American farmers contrib- 
utes to the impoverishment of millions of farmers in 
poor countries and the devastation of the economies in 
those most heavily dependent on this product. 

The complaints of poor agriculturally-dependent 
countries do not end with cotton. Sugar producers in 
the USA and Europe are protected behind huge tariff 
walls that keep prices in these markets high and keep 
poor countries like Mozambique out. An end to 
subsidies like these was a key demand of the Group of 
21 developing countries in Cancun. It is also a key 
demand by international agencies like the World Bank 
and development organizations, including those 
working under the United Nations. 

Such demands pose a dilemma for farmers in 
countries like the USA and Canada. Many farmers 
cannot help but sympathize with the plight of other 
farmers around the world. As much as we love our 
way of life, we know that its failure would not mean 
that we, or our children, will starve, a situation that 
occurs in Africa. Yet, farmers know that opening our 
markets to imports from poor countries will cause 
our prices to fall. Relieving the dire circumstances of 
some third world farmers could come at the cost of 
our own viability. It would, at the very least, mean 
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The enrichment of 25,000 
American farmers 
contributes to the 


impoverishment of millions 
of farmers in poor countries 


we would have to dramatically restructure parts of 
our industry. 

Lifting kindred human beings from dire poverty 
is a laudable, indeed essential humanitarian goal - one 
whose long delay is an affront 
to our claim to be civilized. 
However, it cannot fall solely 
on the backs of farmers in 
developed countries. А policy 
that simply opens world 
markets and reduces subsi- 
dies, without dealing with a 
myriad of other issues, would 
simply shuffle the misery 
around. It would not deal with 
the domination of agriculture 
worldwide by a handful of agribusiness corporations. 
It would not ensure stable, sustainable production in 
any country. It would, in fact, simply continue to pit 
farmer against farmer in a game that no one wins. No 
one, that is, except those who have always grown rich 
from someone else’s labour. 


Paul Beingessner is a Saskatchewan farmer with 
a desire for global justice. 


Saskatchewan Centennial 
Labour History Book Project 
kkk 


With the help of experienced researchers 
andprofessional writers, we have started to 
document worker's contributions to the 
development of the province over the last 100 
years - and even earlier. 


In order to complete the 
project and have it published we 
need to raise another 12,500. 
We would like to ask you to 
consider assisting by making a 
donation. Please make your 
cheque payable to The Labour 
History Book Project and send 
it to the SFL office. All donors 
will be listed in the book. 


55,000 
42,500 


Saskatchewan Federation of Labour 
220-2445 13th Ave. 
Regina, SK S4P 0WI 


25 


5401 are Sapping the Life 
out of the Majority World, 


of the inequality in the world - look at the 


by Yuet Engler 


Cirio, from the left and right, on the recent 
World Trade Organization ministerial meetings in 
Cancun seemed fixated on the harm wealthy nations’ 
farm subsidies are having on the world’s poor. The tone 
of these pundits has been such that one could be con- 
vinced that European, Japanese, Canadian or USA farm 
subsidies were the root of all the poor world’s problems. 
The Guardian, for instance, bellowed “there is only one 
way to address the growing gulf between rich and poor 
countries: abolish agricultural subsidies.” 

Yet when the World Bank and International Mon- 
etary Fund held their annual meetings in the United Arab 
Emirates a week later what happened to the media’s 
concern? It’s the IMF/World Bank, not the WTO, that’s 
been pushing poorer countries for the past 20 years to re- 
structure their economies towards exporting agricultural 
products. Similarly, it’s the IMF - knowing full well rich 
countries wouldn’t reciprocate - that has on numerous 
occasions compelled poor countries to eliminate their 
agricultural price stabilizers or subsidies. 

The Wall Street Journal reports that in the poorest 
region of the world, “the World Bank has long prodded 
poor African governments to privatize their agriculture 
sectors and abandon any type of farming subsidies.” 
Commodity boards that fixed producer prices and 
collected farmer’s produce have been destroyed and the 
task handed over to an incapable or unwilling private 
sector. 
For example, in the 1990s the IMF/World Bank 
pushed the reorganization of Burkina Faso’s agricultural 
sector, so the government provided new seed varieties 
and other support services to cotton farmers to increase 
yields for export. Cotton production increased from 
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tonnes in 2001/02. The result? Burkina Faso has an 
abundance of cotton, the price of which is very low 
because of massive USA subsidies, but an insufficient 
quantity of food, so people starve. 

Also in the early 1990s Zambia agreed to IMF 
structural adjustment programs incorporating wider- 
ranging changes to its economic system than those 
undertaken by any comparable African country at the 
time. The structural adjustment programs included a shift 
from subsidized agriculture and controlled food prices to 
“market-determined” food pricing, privatizations, freeing 
the exchange rate and the rest of the neo-liberal basics. 

That the IMF/World Bank pushes this sort of neo- 
liberal restructuring, no matter what the human toll, is 
not surprising. Michael Phillips from the Wall Street 
Journal explains that “the World Bank is the main tool 
the wealthy nations have to influence economic policies 
in the poor ones.” The voting structure of these institu- 
tions, unlike the formal WTO structure, is heavily 
skewed towards richer nations. In fact, at the recent IMF/ 
World Bank annual meetings the majority world coun- 
tries tried, to no avail, to change these institutions’ anti- 
democratic one-dollar, one-vote structure (capitalism’s 
real core principle). So the USA still has the largest share 
of World Bank votes and with Japan, Germany, France 
and England controls approximately 46 percent of all 
votes (some 4.5 times their share of the world’s popula- 
tion). The numbers are similar at the IMF but in addition 
the USA effectively has a veto in that institution. 

The IMF/World Bank’s antagonism towards the 
state as a food guarantor and their promotion of an 
agricultural export model is in line with neo-liberal 
globalization’s general antagonism towards community 
self-dependence. 


117,000 tonnes in 1993/94 to approximately 400,000 
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Central to neo-liberal ideology is the supremacy of 
the global capitalist marketplace, which the forced move 
towards cash crops by IMF/World Bank-adjusted coun- 
tries reinforces. A practical reason (from capitalism’s view- 
point) is that export earnings increase countries’ foreign 
currency reserves so that they can repay external 
debts. An African nation’s agricultural self-suf- 
ficiency offers little in the way of profit-mak- 
ing opportunities for banks or other mul- 
tinational corporations. 

Perhaps then, we should question 
the motivation of those who claim 
agricultural subsidies are “the” 
problem. When World Bank presi- 
dent, James Wolfensohn com- 
plains that “these agricultural sub- 
sidies are crippling Africa’s 
chance to export its way out of 
poverty” we should ask what 
country has ever escaped poverty 
by depending on agricultural ex- 
ports? Dependence on commod- 
ity production has, in fact, always 
been a recipe for underdevelop- 
ment. 

No country (with the possi- 
ble exception of Hong Kong - a 
very special case) has, in fact, ever 
“developed” through free trade. 
Throughout the history of capitalism 
it has always been already developed 
economies that have sought to impose “free 
trade” on militarily weaker or less-developed parts of the 
world. 

Egyptian author Samir Amin has a much better ex- 
planation of how agricultural subsidies should be under- 
stood. “Let us be perfectly clear: the Americans and the 
Europeans, like every other country or group of coun- 
tries, have the right to formulate national or collective 
policies. They have the right to protect their industries 
and their agriculture, and they have the right to institute 
income-redistribution measures to meet the demands of 
social justice. Certainly, too, the controversies surround- 
ing existing or possible policies within these societies, 
and the methods of resolving them, are a fundamental 
feature of democratic government. However, to argue for 
the dismantling of the edifice supporting such rights in 
the name of some hypotheses of abstract liberal economic 
theory that have no bearing on the realities on the ground 
is another matter entirely. Should we, for example, de- 
mand that the industrialized nations reduce their levels 
of education and training? Regretfully, the strategy for 


which the nations of the South have opted, which is to let 

the North set the rules of the liberal game, makes no sense. 
Nevertheless, this is the strategy that the World Bank and ` 
others have advised us to adopt, perhaps precisely be- 
cause it is ineffective, and will never be effective, since 
liberalism in economics exists nowhere apart 

from in the imagination.” 
I would alter his sentence to read: 
“the strategy that the IMF/World Bank 
have ‘advised’ them to adopt is pre- 
cisely because it is ineffective and 
will never be effective. Economic 
liberalism has a long history of be- 
ing a cover for naked greed.” 

As Amin states, agricultural 
subsidies are mainly a domestic 
issue. Canadians may say we’re 
giving an excessive amount of 
money towards industrial 
farmers and not enough to 
stabilize small-scale organic 
farming, or alternatively they 
may say our healthcare system 
needs the money. But that’s a 

matter to be discussed based 
upon internal priorities, not 
something to be pursued on the 
basis of achieving “free” market 
principles. 
To be fair to organizations such as 
Oxfam and others on the left who railed 
against farm subsidies, there was some good that 
came of it. Discussion about rich countries’ subsidies 
pointed out the contradiction between what rich nations 
say in terms of economic liberalism and what they do. 
Likewise, highlighting the fact that North American 
governments give more to their countries’ cows than 
they do in aid to the world’s poor says something about 
our societies’ priorities. 

Nevertheless, the fact that segments of the left 
seem to believe that agricultural subsidies are a signifi- 
cant cause of world poverty is disconcerting. The fact 
that these groups policy prescriptions usually consisted 
of reinforcing the need for economic liberalism is more 
disturbing. It tells us how effective neo-liberal propa- 
ganda has been. Even many progressive people can 
only see the world through its lens. Personally, I think 
we need a new lens. 


елле? 


Yves Engler is a Montreal based activist currently 
working on a book about student activism at Concordia 
University. 
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We thank the following for their recent 


financial contribution to Briarpatch. 


С. Verrall 
Regina, SK 
D. & A. Beveridge 
Regina, SK 
D. Cowley 
Lumsden, SK 
D. Markling 
Saskatoon, SK 


E.D. Witt 
Abbotsford, BC 
G. Cunningham 
Toronto, ON 
G.W. Aho 
Thunder Bay, ON 
W. Denis 


К. MacDonald & М. Hnidy 


Regina, SK 
P. Beach 
Ernfold, SK 
P. Gingrich 
Regina, SK 
J. Frederick 
Saskatoon, SK 
C. Powell 
Regina, SK 
J. Conway 
Regina, SK 
B. Currie 


Swift Current, SK 
K. Miner & H. Wagner 


Saskatoon, SK Regina, SK 
А. & R. Quandt A. Taylor 
LaRonge, SK Regina, SK 
J. Joel D.B. Turton 
Regina, SK Edmonton, AB 
J. Morris W. Oddie 
Lethbridge, AB Regina, SK 
K. Collier Anonymous, 
St. Albert, AB Newton, ON 
K. Jeworski T. Toews & S. Wells 
Regina, SK Swift Current, SK 
L. Powell D. Ralph 
Roblin, MB Toronto, ON 
M. Brownstone L. Johnson 
Toronto, ON Westport, ON 
M. Fischer K. Bird 
Ladysmith, BC Ottawa, ON 
M. Mahood T. Howard 
Regina, SK Saskatoon, SK 
M. Tolley A. Kagis 
Moose Jaw, SK Regina, SK 
N. & B. Currie B. Yip 
Swift Current, SK Toronto, ON 
O. Lindsay B. Byers 
Atikokan, ON Regina, SK 
P. Christie K. Cowan 
Powell River, BC Regina, SK 
R. Staley T. Quigley and D. Hopkins 
High River, BC Saskatoon, SK 
B. Lyons L. McKenzie 
Regina, SK Regina, SK 
D. Anderson M. Holyk 
Regina, SK Kingston, ON 
Volunteers 


We appreciate the many hours of time that our 
friends have contributed to the cause! 
Judy Howe 
Janice Karchewski 
Karen Steadman 


And a special “thank you” for all the help from 
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our Fine Options workers! 


L. Hardy 
Manotick, ON 
F. Snell 
Regina, SK 
P. Thomas 
Regina, SK 
J. Mitchell 
Regina, SK 
K. Burt 
Rossburn, SK 
S. Buhler 
Saskatoon, SK 
A. Altman 


St. Walburg, SK 
D.J. Hopkins 
Saskatoon, SK 
R. Bradford 
Orillia, ON 
O. Henan 
Peterborough, ON 
D. Martin 
Toronto, ON 
E. Mountjoy 
Regina, SK 
H. Szeponski 
Rowatan, Honduras 
E. Mutch 
Charlottetown, PE 
P. Johnston 
Ottawa, ON 
M. & D. Proctor 
Regina, SK 


LOCAL 333 


SEIU 
CANADA 


Stronger Together 


A. & B. Smillie 
Saskatoon, SK 
W.A. Bruning 
Winnipeg, MB 
D. Crawford 
Lakefield, ON 
T. Wolfwood 
Victoria, BC 
T. Beebe 
Saskatoon, SK 
S. Gross 
Regina, SK 
D. MacDonald 
Regina, SK 
Anonymous 
Saskatoon, SK 
G. Ledingham 
Regina, SK 
Anonymous 
Regina, SK 
M. Ahmed 
Chemainus, BC 
G. Manz 
Regina, SK 
P. Knelsen 
Saskatoon, SK 
L. Aiken 
Toronto, ON 
A. Paavo 
Regina, SK 
SJB- RWDSU 
Regina, SK 
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CEO For Canada? | 
Murray Dobbin | 
James Lorimer & Company | 
Toronto, 2003. | 


reviewed by Nick Bonokoski 

Paul Martin is virtually guaran- 
teed to be the next leader of the 
Canadian Liberal Party and he is 
therefore virtually guaranteed to be 
Canada’s next Prime Minister. In 
Murray Dobbin’s latest book he 
examines what kind of Prime Minister 
Paul Martin will be. Paul Martin was a 
businessman for the bulk of his adult 
life. He was the CEO of Canadian 
shipping giant CSL before he was 
elected to the House of Commons in 1988. He was 
Canada’s finance minister from 1993-2002. During his 
time as finance minister he molded Canada into a corpo- 
rate state, slashed federal spending, and enjoyed ex- 
tremely high approval ratings. 

Martin’s high approval ratings confuse Dobbin. 
Dobbin argues that Martin’s term as finance minister was 
an unmitigated disaster for the vast majority of Canadi- 
ans. The 1990s was Canada’s worst decade economically 
since 1930. Martin’s Finance Department and their 
colleagues at the Bank of Canada inflated unemployment 
by raising interest rates in order to lower inflation; unem- 
ployment went up but inflation did not go down. Martin 


PAUL MARTIN: 


CEO 


FOR CANADA? 


used billions of dollars from the 
Unemployment Insurance fund to 
pad the governments books rather 
than helping people maintain eco- 
nomic security while looking for 
work. Finally, Martin coauthored the 
Red Book that won the Liberals the 
1993 election, and then broke almost 
every promise the Red Book made in 
his second budget. 

Paul Martin lied to, stole from, and 
cheated Canadians (he used interna- 
tional shipping rules to avoid both 
paying taxes and obeying Canadian 
labour standards while running CSL) 
and yet they want him as their next 
Prime Minister. Martin decimated 
social programs while polls show 
that Canadians feel more strongly 
than ever that social programs are necessary for a 
healthy country. 


Dobbin does a good job of exposing why Martin was 
a lousy finance minister and how he molded Canada into 
a corporate state by running the country like a slash-and- 
burn CEO runs a company. The book’s weakness is that it 
falls short on offering solutions (aside from getting 
involved in electoral politics) for changing the political 
climate so that people will actually elect politicians who 
implement policy that people want. 


Nick Bonokoski is a young poli-sci graduate trying to 
find good work in Paul Martin’s cruel world. 


Village of Widows 


film by Peter Blow 
Lindum Films, Peterborough, Ontario. 
lindum@sprint.ca. 


reviewed by Theresa Wolfwood 

Few Canadians know that Canada provided most of 
the uranium for the bombs that were dropped on Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki in 1945. Few of us know the devas- 
tating effect that the uranium ore extraction had on the 
Dene people of Great Bear Lake. 


Peter Blow travelled to the north to record this story. 
White men came to the Dene land and found the “money 
rock” as the residents called it. In the 1940s they started 
mining it, using local people for labour. During this time 


the Dene gave them caribou, moose and fish. “They were 
strangers living among us on our land so we took care of 
them.” 

The local workers helped extract and transport the 
deadly ore with no knowledge of its dangers. They were 
left with toxic waste dumps in their community and 
radiation ticking in their bodies. Most of the men who 
carried the ore died early deaths of cancer leaving a 
village of widows behind. Although governments at all 
levels have refused to recognize or help these people, the 
Dene survivors have apologized to Japanese victims for 
their part in the deaths of thousands. 

This is a piece of Canada’s dirty history that needs 
public recognition and reparations. 

This award-winning film should help raise awareness of 
the unacknowledged plight of these exploited people. 
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Amandla: 
A revolution in four part harmony 
Directed by Lee Hirsch. 


reviewed by Theresa Wolfwood 

This internationally acclaimed film is the intense 
and triumphant story of how, for decades, music 
helped keep the revolution alive against the cruelty of 
apartheid in South Africa. The music was vital - 
constantly creative, changing and life-sustaining - for 
millions as they struggled against a monster machine. 

The film starts with the exhuming of the body of 
murdered musician, Vuyisile Mini. Returned exiles 
Mariam Makeba and Hugh Masekela talk about how 
music helped ease the pain of exile. Their militant 
forms of expression, like toyi-toyi, drove the authori- 
ties crazy - they did not understand the political 
contents because they never bothered to learn any 


local languages. 


The Pinochet Case 


directed by Patricio Guzman 
distributed by First Run/Icarus Films, 2001. 


reviewed by Theresa Wolfwood 

This film is the story of the eventual humiliation of 
Pinochet for his ruthless oppression after he overthrew, 
with the help of the USA, the legally elected govern- 
ment of Salvador Allende. The story begins in 1973 
when thousands were murdered, disappeared, jailed 
and tortured in Chile. Today bodies are still being 
found and identified by families and forensic evidence. 
But the story goes back to when Chile came to the 
rescue of 2,500 Spanish fighters of the Spanish civil 
war in 1939. These imprisoned fighters were rescued 
by intervention by Chile’s ambassador to France who 
organized their safe passage to Chile. The ambassador 
was the poet, Pablo Neruda. The freed prisoners were 
met in Chile by the health minister of the day, Salvador 
Allende. This rescue was never forgotten by Spanish 
prosecutor Carlos Castressana. In the film he recalls the 
incident and says that solidarity can create small mira- 
cles. He set about to repay that earlier solidarity and 


create another small miracle. 
When the retired Pinochet was in Britain for 


Song was an organizing tool for those who 
continued the struggle at home, like Dolly Rathebe 
and Sophie Mgcina. These wonderful women remi- 
nisce outside their township home and recall that “the 
gift of singing gave us power.” As one musician says, 
music may have helped keep this revolution almost 
bloodless, and prevented the destruction of the coun- 
try. 
The film ends with the words of Thandi Modesse, 
now a powerful person in the government. She says 
that after torture, imprisonment and giving birth in 
jail, nothing can scare her or silence her now. 

There is a new generation of South African 
activists, now fighting for their commons, their re- 
claimed homeland, against a government that is 
selling out to globalization and privatization. They say 
they did not win against apartheid in order to lose to a 
new colonialism. Pianist Abdoullah Ibrahim says: 
“One song ends, another song begins.” 


medical treatment, Spain filed charges of crimes 
against humanity, and demanded Pinochet’s extradition 
to Spain. After more than a year of hearings, the House 
of Lords ruled that Pinochet was not immune to 
charges of crimes against humanity. Pinochet lived 
under luxurious house arrest in England for the whole 
time. Hold on to your dinner when you see Margaret 
Thatcher come for tea and simper over her pal as she 
thanks-him for defending democracy by helping out in 
the Falklands war. 

When Tony Blair over-rode the House of Lords 
and allowed Pinochet to return to Chile, he was 
stripped of his immunity, placed under house arrest 
and, like his teatime friend, he lives on in the twilight 
of dementia. 

The film gains great force and veracity from the 
interviews with families of the disappeared and the 
survivors of torture. Hundreds went to Madrid to 
record their testimony of Pinochet’s regime. A group of 
amazingly strong women lived to tell the story of their 
hideous torture. They are proud and happy that they 
survived the torture and lived to tell the world, and 
their children and grandchildren, their story. One says 
that she tells that story proudly while she knows her 
torturers live in silent shame. 
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One of the common denominators | have 
found is that expectations rise above that 
which is expected. 

- Los Angeles, Sept. 27, 2000 


Listen, AI Gore is a very tough opponent. He is 
the incumbent. He represents the incumbency. And 
a challenger is somebody who generally comes 
from the pack and wins, if you're going to win. 
And that's where |’m coming from. 

- Detroit, Sept. 7, 2000 


N 
ISUN AN | don't need to be subliminabable. 
- Orlando, FL, Sept. 12 when caught 
using subliminal technique in his 
dirty ads against Gore. 


| am very optimistic about our position in the world and about its 
influence on the United States. We're concerned about the short-term 
economic news, but long-term I’m optimistic. 

And so, | hope investors, you know - secondly, | hope investors hold 
investments for periods of time - that I’ve always found the best 
investments are those that you salt away based on economics. 

- Austin, Texas, January 4, 2007 


The person who runs FEMA is someone who must have the 
trust of the president. Because the person who runs FEMA is the 
first voice, often times, of someone whose life has been turned 
upside down hears from. 

- Austin, Texas, January 4, 2007 in reference to 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
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mM y Opinion 


BY THERESA WOLFWOOD 


When the World Trade Organization met in Cancun, 
activists were on the street and also in a village created to 
supply free food and shelter for all. This vision of another 
possible world was in great contrast to the opulence 
experienced by the officials of the WTO barricaded in 
their luxury hotels. 

Those officials were members of our elected govern- 
ments and their corporate masters. They are busily and 
eagerly giving away all that we think of as our commons - 
all the historic institutions that we treasure and have given 
them the power, and our taxes, to govern and protect - ло! 
destroy. “Free Trade” is a lie. It is freedom for them to 
loot and oppress - trade is just a front. 

Nonetheless a group from the majority world coun- 
tries managed to stall the progress of the WTO and its 
agricultural regulations. Hooray! 

But at the same time, quiet negotiations continue on 
the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). 
This agreement includes much of what the defeated MAI 
had and more. It’s hard to believe that if it is signed in 
2004, as planned, we have a lot to loose. After all, haven't 
we already given away our resources, our manufacturing, 
and our environmental protection under NAFTA? 

What could go next is our control over health serv- 
ices, all levels of education, public broadcasting, muse- 
ums and our public libraries. The GATS plans to scoop up 
everything left in the public realm and commodify and 
commercialize all public services for the corporate rulers. 
GATS are being negotiated now to become final next 
year. GATS is the genetically modified version of the 
MAI - but remember, we defeated that! 

We must stop the giveaways by our federal govern- 
ment which has put our health care and other services up 
for grabs, and by some of our provincial governments, 
particularly BC, that are speeding to sell off our educa- 
tion, water, electricity and forests. 

We are part of a vast global social movement that we 
must expand and strengthen. We need to inform all 
Canadians of the danger that faces us. We have to trans- 
form our social movement into a political movement. 

We can take inspiration from the people of El Salva- 
dor who fought successfully to save their healthcare from 
privatization, the people of Nicaragua who saved their 
water, the people of Venezuela who stopped a corporate 
coup, the people of India who stood in water up to their 


necks to save their rivers and lands. We need to build our 
own media, boycott USA based corporations that support 
war and devastation, and overcome the glamourous trap 
of consumption that destroys our resources and enslaves 
millions. 

We can build a global movement that starts in our 
own community with the struggle to stop the sell-out of 
our schools, healthcare and utilities, and that supports our 
friends who are doing the same thing in a million places 
around the world. Then we will have a legitimate coop- 
erative base for a political force to stop the collaborators 
and criminals who are destroying human society in the 
name of profit. 

Today 30,000 children will die from a common 
disease - poverty. It would take an enormous sum of 
money to give all our children in the human family 
adequate health, nutrition and clean water - coinciden- 
tally, the same sum that the USA-led war on Iraq costs. 

Two billion people (most of them women) in the 
world live on one dollar a day or less - coincidentally the 
same sum that every Canadian contributes to our military 
budget. Every cow in the European Union gets a two 
dollar a day subsidy. Each USA citizen pays three dollars 
a day to support their military. 

Trade agreements deliberately exclude military 
production so that governments and their corporate 
puppeteers can control their own citizens and bank roll 
the military industries and expansion. Globalization 
through trade agreements means massive global milita- 

rism with the looming threat of unwinnable war - and the 
might of the American superpower behind every threat. 

My friends, we cannot rest until we form a global 
social movement: until we recognize the rights of native 
peoples, until we honour the contribution of immigrants 
from everywhere, until we elevate women above sex objects 
and cheap labour, until we save our water and social institu- 
tions, until we have politicians that serve us, until we replace 
militarism with social and economic security, until all can 
live a life of dignity and equality, until we use the truth of 
our words to build a social and political power that trans- 
forms us into a model for the world. 


Theresa Wolfwood works for the Barnard-Boeker 
Centre Foundation in Victoria, BC. Check their website at 


www.island.com/~bbcf . 
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National Union of 
Public and General 
Employees 
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